Ab s t r a c t. Fundamental theology as a discipline and academic center conducting research as well as didactic and organizational activity has existed at the John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin since its beginning, first as the Department of Fundamental Theology , then the Section of Fundamental Theology , and since 1999 as the Institute of Fundamental Theology. As it developed, the center began to take the form of a scientific school, the Lublin School of Fundamental Theology. Its foundations were laid by Rev. Edward Kopeć. Subsequently, it was developed by, among others, Rev. Stanisław Nagy, Rev. Romuald Łukaszyk, Rev. Henryk Zimoń (religious scholar), and especially by Rev. Marian Rusecki (a student of Rev. E. Kopeć), the main co-founder of the school and its most prolific author, whose scientific achievements are the department's showcase and have influenced contemporary Polish fundamental theology. During his time, especially at the beginning of the 21 st century, the school reported its greatest scientific and organizational achievements. Currently, it is continually being developed by Rev. M. Rusecki's students who work at the Institute of Fundamental Theology and its graduates working in other centers. This article presents the scientific characteristics (historical outline, features and main trends) of the Lublin School of Fundamental Theology (Section 1) and its most important achievements (Section 2): the main publications, organizational achievements as well as national and international cooperation.
1. THE LUBLIN SCHOOL OF FUNDAMENTAL THEOLOGY 1.1. A HISTORICAL OUTLINE * Fundamental theology at KUL has undergone many substantive changes similar to those at the Western European centers of Catholic theology. The Second Vatican Council was most influential in opening the Church to the contemporary world, a spirit of dialogue, a departure from traditional intellectualist apologetics, taking into consideration contemporary trends in philosophical and humanistic thought, and deepening in the light of faith our understanding of Christian Revelation and theology. The Lublin Center is distinguished by the fact that in its development, starting in the mid-1970s, it assumed the form of an academic research center called the Lublin School of Fundamental Theology. In contrast to the centers in the West, for many decades it functioned in a country ruled by a communist dictatorship dependent on the Soviet Union and in a university which was the only center of free scientific thought in the communist bloc nations.
The preparatory period for the establishment of the Lublin School of Fundamental Theology began in 1956 and, for about 20 years, it was associated with the research activity of Rev. Edward Kopeć, who can be considered the school's pioneer. He was the first person in Poland who began to cultivate modern fundamental theology derived from apologetics, but based on other methodological foundations. Shortly after starting work at KUL (1956) , he gradually began introducing personalistic elements into apologetics (especially in understanding God's Revelation, faith and miracle) following Western authors (J. Mouroux, K. Adam, R. Guardini, A. Brunner, C. Cirne-Lima, W. Bulst, E. Masure, A. Liégé, R. Latourelle, R. Aubert, L. Monden and J. Guitton), but eliminating the polemical spirit from traditional apologetics. Over time, he strongly opted for fundamental theology, methodologically distinguishing it from traditional apologetics, and began to create a system of personalistic fundamental theology, although it was limited to the socalled Christological fact. 1 * Krzysztof KAUCHA, "Wiarygodność i wiara w ujęciu lubelskiej szkoły teologii fundamental- 3 The importance of the center increased thanks to its employees obtaining subsequent academic degrees and titles, the increase in academic research achievements, the development of thought and its employees completing important functions in the world of science on a national scale. Rev. Henryk Seweryniak, who worked at KUL for several years, where he habilitated, 4 moved to Warsaw in 1994, where at ATK (later UKSW) he initiated the transformation of the Warsaw School of Apologetics into modern fundamental theology (the University Senate formally changed the name of the Apologetics Section to the Fundamental Theology Section in 1995). 5 We can say that the early 1990s was the beginning of the self-awareness of the school's start. First, Rev. Nagy, 6 then Rev. Rusecki 7 and finally Rev. Kaucha 8 wrote about it. The number of its students and graduates increased (till today, doctorate degrees in theology in the field of fundamental theology were obtained by about 100 people). A few of them were employed as research and teaching staff at KUL, and many others in academic centers throughout Poland (including Rev. Andrzej Nowicki, Rev. Tadeusz Dola, Rev. Jan Perszon, Eugeniusz Sakowicz, Rev. Andrzej Anderwald, Rev. Wojciech Szukalski, Rev. Marek Żmudziński, Rev. Roman Słupek, Rev. Daniel Swend, Rev. Paweł Rabczyński, Rev. Grzegorz Dziewulski, Rev. Zbigniew Chromy, Rev. Rafał Pokrywiński). The school's great development is reflected in numerous research publications by Rev. Rusecki (who is the most important co-founder and architect of the school), including work under his supervision not only in the field of fundamental theology but also in religious studies and theology of religion. The school's achievements were also publications by pupils and co-workers of Rev. Rusecki, especially their doctoral and postdoctoral dissertations. At the initiative of Rev. Rusecki, the school was distinguished by its achievements on a national and international scale, which will be discussed in the next section of this article. For his entire research work, Rev. Rusecki received an honorary doctorate (honoris causa) from the Pontifical Faculty of Theology in Wrocław (April 16, 2012) .
For a long time, the Department of History and Ethnology of Religions at the Center for Fundamental Theology at KUL conducted scientific and didactic activities independently due to methodological reasons, which were complementary in relation to fundamental theology. 9 Initially, its didactic activity was limited to conducting lectures for students of fundamental theology. Full didactic and scientific activity began in 1958, when it was reactivated as the Department of History and Ethnology of Religion and entrusted to Rev. T. Chodzidło, ethnologist and religious scholar, a student of Rev. Wilhelm Schmidt. The development of the chair was made possible thanks to Rev. Henryk Zimoń, who started working at KUL in 1973, and in 1985 became the head of the Department. He conducted monographic lectures in the field of religion of primitive peoples, rituals and beliefs of African peoples as well as Buddhism. By the resolution of the Faculty Council on October 15, 1985, the department of "religious studies" was established within the chair, which allowed students to undertake full-time studies on various religiological disciplines, with particular emphasis on humanistic religious studies. After Rev. Zimoń's retirement (October 1, 2012) the head of the chair became Rev. Zdzisław Kupisiński.
THE SCHOOL'S FEATURES AND MAIN RESEARCH TRENDS
The main features of the Lublin School of Fundamental Theology are: a compact methodology developed in the form of the theory of fundamental theology by Rev. Kopeć and mainly Rev. Rusecki, combining traditional treatises (so-called demonstrationes: religiosa, christiana and catholica) as part of a single concept of fundamental theology and its subject matter, exposing the credibility and veryfiying (not proving) Christian Revelation as the goal of fundamental theology, Christocentrism (by presenting the fullness of Revelation and salvation in Jesus Christ), personalism (through the development of a personalist concept of fundamental theology, Divine Revelation, the Church, miracles, and above all faith), the revelatory theory of the genesis of religion, an apologetic dimension evident in the deepening of traditional arguments that make Christianity credible (scriptural and especially resurrectionist and miraculistic) and innovative (e.g., prescriptive, bonative, calonistic, agapetological, martyrological, hopeful, culture-forming, personalistic, praxeological, on sanctity, axiological, comparistive), openness to contemporary cultural and multi-religious contexts, diagnosis of problems, and the credibility and identity of the Church in the modern world.
Initially, the main research trend for Rev. Kopeć was the Christological fact, and more specifically, the fact of the historicity of Jesus Christ, the concept of God's Revelation, faith, miracles and the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Rev. Nagy dealt with both the ecclesiological fact (apologetic or fundamental ecclesiology) conducting research on the primary formation of Church structures (the primacy of the bishop of Rome, the apostles and their succession, formation of the Church hierarchy), the Church's features, ecumenism, and finally the person and teachings of John Paul II. Rev. Rusecki began his research with the methodology of fundamental theology, then he made detailed studies on the theology of miracles (in a historical and contemporary perspective, devoting his habilitation on the motivational function of miracles in twentieth century theology), 10 religiology (as a holistic interpretation of the fact and credibility of religion withing relisious studies, philosophy and theology of religion), theology of Revelation, the resurrection of Jesus Christ, he worked on traditional arguments for the credibility of Christian Revelation, and also created new ones. He consciously connected previously separated Christological, ecclesiological and religious facts (demonstratio religiosa), striving to develop a coherent scientific system. Initiated by Rev. Łukaszyk and Rev. Rusecki, the theology of religion was developed by Fr. Ireneusz Ledwon and focuses on the unique character of Christianity and the theological value of non-Christian Religions. 11 Research on the problems of faith, the staurological-resurrectional credibility of Christianity and some new arguments is carried out by Rev. Jacenty Mastej. 12 Rev. Krzysztof Kaucha first dealt with elaborating an agapetological argument and other arguments, and over time focused on achieving the goal of fundamental ecclesiology by extracting from the teachings of John Paul II argumentative methods for the credibility of the Church. 13 Rev. Andrzej Pietrzak took on the so-called option for the poor as a sign of the Church's credibility, Latin American theology, missionary models and the missions, and the issue of inculturation of the Christian faith. 14 The most important national conferences include: the symposium "The Church's credibility in the face of changes in Poland. Quo vadis Ecclesia Polonorum?" (April 8-9, 1991); the session "Christianity and Religions" (April 30, 1998) ; the symposium "Concerning the Dominus Iesus declaration" (November 15, 2000) ; the symposium, "Guarding the identity of Christianity. Promotion of the Lexicon of Fundamental Theology" (October 24, 2002) ; the symposium "The Church in the times of John Paul II" (November 29, 2005) ; The Third Congress of the Association of Fundamental Theologists in Poland, "Polish personalism" (September 27-28, 2007) ; the symposium "Fifty-years revival of the Department of History and Ethnology of Religions" (October 24, 2008) ; the conference "Science towards paranormal phenomena" (April 28, 2009, dedicated to the Rev. Kopeć on the 10 th anniversary of his death); the conference "Religious studies in Poland" (October 25, 2010) ; the conference "The need for Religion. The dynamics of religious and ritual practices" (March 10-11, 2014) and the conference "Christianity in folk religiosity. 1050 years after the Baptism of Poland" (May 9-10, 2016) .
Every year since 2013, the Institute organizes the "Marian Rusecki Memorial Lectures" to commemorate Rev. Rusecki. There were 5 editions. The first was a nationwide conference "What can Christianity bring in the era of smartphones?" (December 2, 2013, organized by PhD students). The second edition (December 17-18, 2014 ) was devoted to the issue of papal primacy and consisted of two parts: guest lectures lead by Rev. Prof. Wolfgang Klausnitzer "Papal Primacy" (November 17, 2014) and the international and ecumenical conference "Papal primacy at the service of the Church's unity" (November 18, 2014 , coorganized by the Ecumenical Institute of the Catholic University of Lublin, Committee for Theological Sciences of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Theology Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Lublin and the Lublin Scientific Society VI Department of Theological Sciences).
The third edition was a two-day national scientific conference "Theology and natural sciences" with guest lectures by Rev. Wojciech Grygiel from UPJPII in Kraków, the Interdisciplinary Research Center and the Copernicus Center (Nov 30-Dec 1, 2015). The fourth edition was a two-day national conference "Fundamental Theology in the Work of Joseph Ratzinger" (December 12-13, 2016) . The fifth was a two-day nationwide conference "100 years of Fundamental Theology at KUL" (December 3-4, 2017).
In January 2004 Writing these words, it is difficult to remain objective towards the Lublin School of Fundamental Theology, its achievements and significance. However, it will be objective to say that this school was shaped as a pioneering center for post-conciliar fundamental theology in Poland, which has fulfilled its most important task, and other centers joined us over time. The establishment of this school was conditioned by the needs of the moment, and all this was possible thanks to outstanding academic scholars shaping it, mainly Rev. Rusecki, who consciously sought to create a school. The entire university was its "mother" and also had a significant influence on it. The creators of the school, after defining its methodological foundations, used the achievements of the employees of the Faculty of Theology of the Catholic University of Lublin, especially Rev. Czesław S. Bartnik's Lublin School of Personalism, as well as the achievements of the Lublin School of Classical Philosophy, especially the works of M.A. Krąpiec, Z.J. Zdybicka, S. Kamiński, K. Wojtyła, T. Styczeń, S. Wielgus and A. Bronk.
